DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
These peasants, their wives and children, live like animals.
Even that is an understatement In many districts they are
animals. I can see hardly any difference between their life and
that of an animal. In one district, round the villages of Svalava
and Verezky, where there are a few small factories, inter-marriage
and the drinHng of methylated spirits has produced a stunted
race of deformed and mentally inferior people. Their life is so
hard and their wages so small that their only solace is drinking
spirits, and as they cannot afford pure Schnapps, at 36 kronen a
litre, they buy methylated spirits from unscrupulous dealers at
5 kronen a litre. It brings intoxication and forgetfulness of hunger
in half an hour.
Carpathian-Ukraine is a good place to study the persecution of
a non-Jewish community by the Jewish one. Here, for the first
time, I saw the Eastern Jews in their native habitat. By the time
they reach Budapest, Vienna, Berlin or Prague they are already
Westernized. Here, as in Poland, you have the raw material of
your Hollywood film producers and screen stars, your international
bankers, your slick Jewish journalists — for here, in Carpathian-
Ukraine, they are learning English, too.
Here you have a peasant population that has been plundered
and bled white in centuries of exploitation, that has passed from
one tyranny to another, Czars, kings, nobles, the Church, Russia,
Poland, Hungary, and is now completely in the thrall of the
Jewish community, which according to statistics only comprises
about 15 per cent of the whole, but which controls all the money-
power, the trade, commerce and banking. It is a grip far more
subtle but as vice-like as that of any dictators. There is no escape
for the peasant.
In Carpathian-Ukraine you are far more acutely aware of the
Jews than in other countries, because they wear the uniform of
black hat, caftan, ringlets and beard. In every town and village
you enter they thus thrust themselves on your gaze, and your first
impression is that they must be numerically predominant, that
there must be more Jews than non-Jews in the place. This is not
the fact. The reason is that they own all the shops and house-
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